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Ace of Arts 

WHEN IS A DOOR NOT A DOOR?  
 WHEN ITôS WORLD BOOK DAYé 

 

This year for World Book Day the whole school got into the spirit 
of celebrating the joy of reading by decorating doors with a 

literary theme. Some of the displays were visually spectacular ï 
we had Alice In Wonderland, Lord of The Rings, a whole host of 
Mister Men and even Oliver Twist! Some tutor groups themed 

their doors based on the subjects taught in that class room ï so 
Mrs Cologiovanniôs BT Becks based their door on the Gingerbread 

man story (highly apt for the 
Catering room!) and Miss 

Cockseyôs form created Mister 
Men characters in English with 

French translations. Mrs 
Waltonôs BT Meres even 

involved delicious cakes in their 
display for the Mad Hatterôs tea 
party. Teachers without forms 
also entered into the spirit of 
things ï Mr Walkerôs Year 11 

English group created a display 
based on their set texts ï Animal Farm and Of Mice and Men, 
with a range of fully working windmills, inflatable pigs, tins of 
beans and a rancherôs up turned apple crate. Geography and Mrs 

Hodgson took us to the Sahara, Mrs Bailey decorated her door 
with Ian Rankin novels and sticks of Scottish rock and the office 
staff created a very large Hungry Caterpillar in reception. One of 
our governors, Russell Howard, came round to look at the doors 

and TH Becks and Miss Cocksey were judged the most 
impressiveéher tutor group won a small, sweet prize as World 

Book Day door winners!  
 

Mr Walker  
 

See more photographs inside 

Winner: Georgia Howard 

Carolôs 

Joint 2nd 
James Brewin 

Molly Southward 

From Monday 11th March to Friday 15th March 

22 students from all year groups entered a 
baking competition and sold their cakes to 

other students and staff.  
 A total of 296 cakes were baked and sold and 

£181 raised for Red Nose Day.  

Fantastic effort everyone! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear All 
 
In this edition of the JRS Express you will read about the many and varied activities that have 
taken place such as the Expressive Arts concert óAce of Artsô early in the term and the recent 
energetic fund-raising organised by Carol Dunkley, our school cook, in the form of the Great JRS 
Bake-Off in aid of Comic Relief, as well as everything in between.   
 
The bake-off was typical of the team spirit which runs as a core through John Ruskin School.  
Students from Year 7 to 11, staff and even parents of staff used their culinary talents to make 
this charitable event a resounding success.  Every day for a week the panel of judges, which 
included head boys and girls and the discerning taste buds of Mr Walker, cast their marks 
allocation on the 20 baked delights offered by the competitors.  It was wonderful to see so 
much involvement and even better to see the whole school being able to enjoy the fruits of their 
labour by buying the cakes.  All proceeds have gone to Comic Relief ï the grand total of £181.  
It was a fantastic event so special thanks to Carol for her idea and the organisation and allowing 
the community of John Ruskin School to put into practice what it does so well.  It had all the 
right ingredients for success!  
 
The last school disco of the year was held just before February half-term when Year 11 cut a 
dash in a range of óonesieô fashion.  More importantly, Year 11 also received their English 
Literature results in March; with 86% of them achieving a grade C or above in the exam 
component of the GCSE.  This comprises 50% of their final result.  Many congratulations to Year 
11 for all their hard work and of course many thanks and congratulations to the English 
department for steering our students to such success.  I am sure that Year 11 will gain 
confidence and inspiration from this set of results for the summer examination series.  It will not 
happen though, unless they revise thoroughly and prepare adequately for every single subject.  
 
Our governors work hard behind the scenes to ensure that school provides the best possible 
experience for our young people.  I would like to thank them all for their interest and input but 
on this occasion I must especially thank Mr Howard. He has provided smart new signage around 
the school buildings and has been working on improving our website.  The new website will be 
launched at the beginning of the Summer term and although it will be a ówork in progressô for a 
while we are very excited about the new look website and hope that it will not only keep people 
informed about school on an up-to-date basis but will also draw interest from prospective 
students and their parents.  
 
We are looking forward to enjoying the first Spring Concert but will have to wait slightly longer 
than first expected.  It had been due to take place this week but some students have been 
unable to travel to school because of the road conditions and so have been unable to rehearse.  
Please put a note in your diary to remind you that it will now happen on Tuesday 23 rd April. 
 
I hope that the somewhat polar -like weather conditions disappear so that you can enjoy a 
pleasant Easter and as always, I look forward to working with you in the Summer term.  
 
Best wishes 
Mrs M Bailey 



 

SPELLBINDING BOOK AWARDS 2013 
Spellbinding is well under wayðalthough it is not too late to join in.   

Please see Mrs Emmett in the library for more details. 
We have students from Years 7-9 taking part this year and below are the titles of the books we are all reading 

with great interest and enthusiasm.  Some excellent reads this year!  
 

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

WOOL URGENTLY NEEDED  

FOR ROMANIA 
 

Please ask your family, friends, 

neighbours and relatives if they 

have any spare wool that you can 
bring in, or if you belong to a club 

ask them to start a collection.  
Please donate balls of wool to 

school so that local knitters can 

get knitting gloves and hats for 
the Romanian children and 

families we saw in a presentation 
by     Mrs Myers recently. 

Wool can be handed to either Mrs 
Walton or the school office.  

Thank You 

Mrs Walton 

 

On Wednesday 27 February army 
officers delivered a presentation 
to Year 10 about careers in the 
arrmed forces.  The students 
learnt about the many career 

paths and had the opportunity to 
ask questions about the work 

they do. 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

New library assistant 
Kerensa Hanna  
in the library  

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Science Club 
This term in science club we have made our mark in fire writing, made toothpaste big enough  
for an elephant and have grown salt crystals. This has given the students an opportunity to 

develop their lab skills in a fun and informal environment.  

With enthusiasm for making things go whoosh and bang science club  
will continue to allow students to try practicals  

not done within the classroom setting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All Year 7 students are very welcome to attend and  
I look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Friday - Lab 1 - 1:25pm  
Miss Shuttleworth 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Fifteen-Days-Without-Head-Cousins/dp/0192732560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1363176732&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Torn-David-Massey/dp/1908435178/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1363176930&sr=1-6
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Wonder-R-J-Palacio/dp/0552565970/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1363176982&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.co.uk/All-Fall-Down-Sally-Nicholls/dp/1407121723/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1363177396&sr=1-2


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Walker  

 

 
QUATRAIN AND RHYMING COUPLET  - Ben Raines  
 

VIDEO GAMES 
 
Holding the controller pad in my hand  
Playing my good game all day and all night 
Jumping off buildings or running on sand 
Searching through dungeons with all of my might  
 
Sliding through puzzles or searching for clues 
Games are perfect for dealing with the blues 
 

SONNET ï Harry Elkington Crabtree  

SCHOOL  

I walk through the doors and find my small key  
All the other children are having fun  
At my locker the children look at me  
When I look at them they just stare and shun  
Then daunting like a ghost the form bell rings  
I make my way to my form room in haste  
I grab all my books and fetch all my things,  
Scooting up the stairs with no time to waste  

I make my way to my English lesson 
barge through the door, I go straight to my chair   
Work undone, I must make a confession 
I pray that Mr Walker wonôt be there  
And down the long corridor I do walk  
With friends and enemies, I talk and talk.     

 
 

QUATRAIN AND RHYMING COUPLET ï                 
Maya Hamilton  

VILLAGE LIFE  

Children at the small park having great fun.  
Birds squawking loudly from the high oak tree.  
People at the shop buying warm fresh buns.   
Lots of tourists paying the parking fee.  
Happy and jolly together once more,  
Sitting on the lakeôs edge; loving the shore. 
 

SONNET ï Simone Clark 
 

The School Day  
 

Rubbers and pens plus rulers and pencils, 
People at school, thereôs sure to be trouble. 
Drawing in art with tools and the stencils,  
Swimming in the pool blowing some bubbles. 
Subtraction, division, adding as well; 
This is what I do in my Maths classes. 
Science is next where we learn about cells; 
Not forgetting the work about gasses.  
A well-earned rest plus some fab cheese on toast, 
A time to relax and chat during break.  
Next lesson up is the one I love mosté 
But it is not English, make no mistake!  
Some days are horrible, some days are cool, 
I love the school dinners, they make me drool!  

 

QUATRAIN AND RHYMING COUPLET -     
Chloe Lafferty 
 

Alone At School  
 
A deadly silence running down the floors, 
no noisy children to fill the school bus,  
only a loud screeching sound of the doors, 
no more children that can make up a fuss,  
and I can still hear the ringing school bell,  
but there is not anyone here to tell.  

 

QUATRAIN AND RHYMING COUPLET  ï     
Jack Barton  
 

THE HUNT  
 

On the fells the misty dampness rolls in. 
Loud huntsmen call and dogs run scent driven. 
The hunted fox bolts to the dark within.  
Shivering, the silent fox stays hidden. 
The fox in his hole, men and dogs ponder. 
Fingers itching, shots fired, I wonderé 

SHALL I COMPARE THEE TO A SUMMERôS DAY? YEAR 7 SONNET WRITING  

Year 7TH recently studied Shakespeareôs sonnets and as well as reading and 
understanding Shakespeareôs famous love poems, they used the sonnet form 

themselves. Some students either produced quatrains, octets or rhyming couplets ï 
and others, came over all Bard-like and produced full sonnets. They had to 

remember Shakespeareôs strict rhyme scheme and, of course, use iambicpentametre. 
Here are some samples of their work ï why not check to see if they do indeed have 

ten syllables per line?  




