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Over the past term all Key Stage 3 
students have worked together to 
produce a sculpture based on 
Roald Dahlôs books, which is now 
on display in the front entrance. 
 
Grace Elkington-Crabtreeôs head 
was used as a mould to which the 
fox features were added. James 
Mallettôs arms were wrapped in 
cling film and gum strip so that they 
could be used as Mrs Foxôs arms 
and her body and legs were mould-
ed over a mannequin. Her wings 
are taken from the pheasants in 
the book Danny Champion of the 
World and the shoes she is wear-
ing were based on Matilda. Her 
dress and handbag were inspired 
by Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory and she stands on half of 
James and the Giant Peach with 
Esiotrot tortoises crawling all over. 
óAbove all, watch with glittering 
eyes the whole world around you 
because the greatest secrets are 
always hidden in the most unlikely 
places. Those who don't believe 
in magic will never find it.ô (Roald 
Dahl) 
 
Each year group left the other 

groups messages about where 

they were up to and how they 

thought it should be carried on, 

then had to adapt to work the other 

groups had done when they came 

back in the following week. As well 

as the construction with gum strip 

they also wax trapped images into 

tea bags, dyed and sewed skirts, 

collaged a golden ticket handbag 

and made ceramic books and 

shoes in honour of the 100 year 

anniversary of Roald Dahlôs birth. 

A21 VISIT JRS ï SLAVERY IS A GLOBAL CRIME  
Mikey Frome, a representative 
from A21, travelled from London to 
visit JRS this week to speak to 
Years 9, 10 and 11.  
 
A21 is an organisation that raises 
awareness of human trafficking 
and the dangers of forced labour 
and sexual exploitation. Students 

talked to Mikey, watched video 
clips and heard about real life sto-
ries; they were shown how to spot 
signs of human trafficking and 
were amazed to learn that every 
thirty seconds someone becomes 
a victim of modern day slavery. 

Continued on page 4... 

May the 13thðSave 
the date 

Saturday May 13th-
John Ruskin School 
hopes to hold a sail-
ing event  with Conis-
ton Sailing Club.   
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As I read this issue of the 
JRS Express I am struck 
by the global nature and 
reach of our small school.  
As students benefit from 
all the advantages that our 
small school gives them, it 
is vital that we also 
prepare them to be part of 
British and global society.   
 
The reports from ex-
students on page 6 show 
just how far students from 
the school have travelled 
and how strong an 
impression John Ruskin 
School has made.  I would 
suggest that any student 
with aspirations to see 
distant lands reads, and is 
inspired by, the words 
written.  Full accounts are 
available on the website. 
 
If travelling the world is 
not on the cards right now 
then we see from the visit 
of A21 that we are not 
frightened in school to 
tackle issues that are 
increasingly affecting 
society locally, nationally 
and internationally.   
 
At a classroom level the 
global reading dimension 
on World Book Day and 
the many international 
influences in catering this 
term, demonstrate how 
well the school gives all 
students, of all ages, 
opportunities to learn 
about issues and cultures 
around the world. 
 
Closer to home, I would 
like to thank all parents 
that have kindly 
completed parental 
surveys over the past 
year.  Collated results are 
shown in the table on the 
right.  Without your 
support this wonderful 
school would not be the 
place it is.   
 
Mr Blackburn 

Ever wondered what is 
going on inside your 
childôs teenage brain? 
  
What exactly happens as 
the clock strikes Midnight 
on their 13

th
 birthday 

(sometimes even before) 
and they turn into some-
thing resembling Harry 
Enfieldôs óKevin the teen-
agerô character? 
 
The teenage years can be 
tricky for parents, teachers 
and children alike. Battles 
over time spent on 
screens and social media; 
uncertainty about when to 
set clear boundaries and 
when to give them the 
freedom that they crave;. 

I know when things get 
tricky for me I tend to turn 
to books or the internet to 
find out what the experts 
are advising.  It was while 
researching this very sub-
ject that I came across 
óSusan Stiffelmanô, an 
American psychologist, 
author and family thera-
pist. She has written two 
books óParenting Without 
Power Strugglesô and 
óParenting with Presenceô, 
aspects of which I have 
found very useful. 
 
The reason I mention her 
is that on April 4

th
/5
th
 and 

6
th
 she is offering a series 

of free óliveô webinars in 
which she will be talking to 

tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

a number of óexperts in 
the fieldô discussing some 
of these difficult issues 
and simple, effective ways 
you can make these years 
more enjoyable.   
 
If you are interested go to 
ósusanstiffelman.comô 
scroll down the home 
page until you come to the  
box óRaising Tweens and 
Teensô and click on the 
box ófree seriesô this will 
take you to a link where 
you can sign up for the 
free online telesummit.   
 
PARENT OF A JRS STUDENT 

Many thanks to all parents 
that completed the paren-
tal surveys this year.  A 
real improvement was 

seen in responses about 
how well the school pre-
pared students for life af-
ter John Ruskin School, 
testament to events such 
as the careers day, col-
lege and sixth form visits, 
work experience and col-
leagues from Inspira that 
have supported students 

this year. 

A Parentôs viewðthe teenage years 



Year 11 talented chefs of the future! 

Year 7 Chefs are enjoying their first Catering lesson at JRS! The students are making Quick Carrot Crunch 

and Garlic Bread. 

The Year 11 GCSE cater-
ing group have completed 
their practical assess-
ments with culinary skill 
and style.  Each student 
chose an assignment from 
the set list provided by the 
WJEC examination board. 

Mrs Parkinson was de-
lighted with results, espe-
cially as each student se-
lected a different assign-
ment title thus displaying a 
range of culinary skills and 
presentation styles. The 
research completed to 
support the tasks involved 
many investigative tech-
niques; from interviewing 
Greek consumers to sub-
jecting the school catering 
manager to a detailed in-
terview! 

It was wonderful to mark 
the finished recipes and 
table displays. Many 
thanks to all the staff who 
took time to visit the cater-
ing students in action. 

Watch out for the Jamie 
Olivers of the future! 
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Year 7 
Food for 
Fun! 


